SON OF IHE WSFA JOURNAL

WSFA JOURNAL Supploment: "Media Issue #3 - - - - 1st August, 1972 Issuc (#60)
Editor & Publisher: Don Millor = = = = < = = =« = = « = = = =« - - 20¢ poer copy

In This Issuc --
; ~ IN BRIEF (misc. notos/comments); COLOPHON e..veeveeess P8 1

THE STEADY STREAM: Books Reccived During July, 1972 ceeeeeccscecsacaes PP 2=4
MAGAZINARAMA: Contents of Prozines Received During July, 1972 (AMAZ-

ING 9/72; ANALOG 9/72; FANTASTIC 8/72; F&SF 9/72) eeeveeereeassass PP 2,5,10
DISSECTING THE HEART OF THE MATTER: Prozinc Revicws (AMAZING 1/72;

ANALOG 1/72; F&SF 1/72; GALAXY 1-2/72) (by Richard Delap) se..... pp 6-10
THE BOOKSHELF: MNcw Relcases (DOUBLEDAY SF BOOK CLUB, 9/72) e.eeeveees pg 10

— e e e e s e e e e s e e S s s e e s s e

In Bricf --

Still no rclief in sight- from publishing crisis--we'rc kecping our fingers
crossed while we run thesc small magz off (SOTWJ, TGL, DPBA), and hoping...
while the larger: 'zines (TWJ, TG) continue to gather dust. Maybc someday
SO00MNeese :

Notc that thish covers all prozincs and revicw books received during July
172; we've not yct caught up with the fanzincs, but, hopefully, we'll be able to
start our monthly covcrage of fanzincs rec'd with thce Aug. 'zines, and include
them in the 1st Scpt. issuc along with the books and prozincs rec'd...or we
may have to do the books/prozines in onc ish, and thc fanzines in a sccond
monthly issuc, if they'rc too many for onc issuc...we shall scc.... 7595 Note
that S.F. Paradc (book rcvicws), Datelinc-S.F. and most of The Bookshclf werc
squeczed out of thish; pcrhapns later this month.... \

TIssuc #61 is scheduled to be another "Fan-Activity" Issuc (#3); #62 morc Fan-
Activity, another Dclap prozinc revicw column, and maybc the matcrial omitted
from thish; #63 cithcr FAPA issuc or "Mcdia" Issuc #kL, depending upon our
schadule/publishing load at the time.

SOTWJ is pubbed cvery 2-l wecks, sometimes morc oftcn., Subs (via lst-class mail):
204 oa., 6/%1.10, 12/2; via 3rd-class mail (2 or morc at time): 12/%1.75.(12/70p
UK). THE WSFA JOURNAL is 60¢ ca., L/$2, 8/33.75 .(UK: 25p., 5/BL, 9/El.75; Canada
& Mexico: samo as U.S.; clsewhorc, 604 ca., 5/52.50, 11/%5). Spccial yearly
rates: Both TWJ & SOTWJ, $10/yr. (dcposit, for continuing subs to ca.; balance
refundable or applicd to next yr's sub, as spccificd by subber). For namos &
addresses of Overscas Agents (UK Agent: Brian Robinéon, 9 Linwood Grovec, Man-
chestor, ML2 LQH, England), advertising info (flycrs/ads accepted for SOIWJ, but
not TWJ), & air-mail rates, writc cd., or scc TWJ. iddress Code: A, Overscas
Agent; G, Contributor; E, Club Exchange; H, Honorary WSFA Mcmber; K, Somcthing
of yours is mentioncd/revicwed hereing L, WSFA Lifc Member; M, WSFA Regular mem-
ber (thru month showvm); N, You arc mentioned within; R, For Rovicew; S, Sample;
T, Tradc; W, Subbor via lst-class mail (thru i shown); X, Last issuc, unlcsSesse;
Y, Subber, via 3rd-class mail (thru # shown).
-- DLM
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THE STEADY STREAM: Books Reeccived During July, 1972

((Revicwers--both local & out-of-town--plcasc check %itles bolow lat us know,
ASAP, which you'd like to rovicw. --cd.)) : “

HARDBOUND ~-
The Ovcrman -Culturc, by Edmund Cooper (G.P. Putnam's Sons, NY; '72; Doubloday
S.F. Book Club Ed.; 183 pp., d.j. by Paul Lekr) -- "Time seems to have run amok,

London is governcd by Quecen Victoria and Winston Churchill, and populated by
young people.called Mfragiles" and others called "dryboncs" bocausc they do not
bleed.. Th:o young fragiles come to realize that they arc the last of their *
kind--whatever kind that might be. ## "Thus is cstablished the sctting for a
briliiant novel.of adventurc and character. as the world thoy live in bocomes
more perilous znd morc unpredictablc, the fragiles discover within themselves
unexpoactied resourccs-~resources of gkill, courage, and cunning, and finally a
sensc of purposc. When they begin to understand the astonishing rcasons for
the nature of their world, the ultimaic test begins. o o "

Rccallcd to Life, by Robert Silvoerberg (Doublndaj & Co., Inc., Garden City,
NY; 1972; 1BL pp.; dej. by @manucl Schongut; orig. copyright 1958 by Royal Pub-
lications, Inc.; 4h.95; rcl. date L Aug '72) -~ "In different ways pecople have
always drecamcd oif conquering death., This is a chilling tale of what happens
when that age-old drcam is finally rcalized and man takes his first step towards
immortality...#5% "The time is the year 2033, and Beller Laboratories, a private-
ly financed rescarch organization, has developed a proccss whereby they can re-
animatc pcople who have been deagd. for less that twenty-four hours provided they
have suffcered no major organic damage. Ready to make their discovery public,
Beller hires James Harker, a former govcrnor of New York, to approach the Church,
government bodics, and othier powerful figurcs to lay the groundwork for the an-
nouncement. ## “Instcad of the acclaim Harker cxpccts however, all America
erupts in a bittcr storm of charges and counter-charges about the life-restoring
procass. And wien the controversy assumes political overtones and a Congressional
Committee is formed to investigate Beller Labs, James Harker sces his very lifc
laid on the linc in a climax as dramatic as the rcanimation process he sct out
to defend"

Tarzan Allve: A Dcf1n1t1v0 Biography of Lord Greystoke, by Philip José Farmer
(Doubleday & Co., Inc., Garden City, NY; 1972; 312 £ xv pp.; d.J. by Milton
Glasor; $5.95) -- "Generations of 1uadurs havc hrlllrd to the adventures of
John Clayton, Lord Greystoks, better known as Tarzan of the Apes, through thc
tales of Edgar Rice Burroughs. But how many nave known the full, accuratu story
of the last of the groat herocs? ## "In this biography, Philip Josc Farmer
draws upon voluminous rcscarch and mcticulous rcading of all of the tales to
plece together the Lifc of this fantastic man, corrccting the crrors and deli-
berate deccpiions in Burroughs! stories, and tracing Tarzan's family troe back
to other oxtraordinary figures, including Sherlock and Myerofit Holmes, The
- Scarlet Pimperncl, 'Doc Savaget, Nero Wolfe, Lord Poter Wimsoy, and Bulldog
BDrUmeRde-et e’ e : :

PAPLRBACK --

" The Bost Scionce Fiction of the Ycar, od. Terry Carr (Ballantine Books #02671;
NY; 7/72; 3L0 pp.; $1.25; wraparound cover not crediied) -- Introduction, by
Tcrry Carr; "Occam‘s Scalpcl", by Theodore Sturgcon (IF, '71); "The Queen of Air
and Darkness", by Poul Anderson (F&SF, '71); "In Entropy's Jaws", by Robert Sil-
verberg (Inflnltv Two, '71)3; "The Sliced-Crosswisc Only-on-Tucsday Wbrld" by
Philip Jos¢ Farmer (New Dimensions 1, '71}; "A iMocting with Mcdusa', by Arthur
C. Clarke (PLAYBOY, T71); "The Frayed String on the Stretched Forcfinger of Time!,
by Lloyd Bigglc, dJr. (F&S '71); "How Can We Sink When We Can Fly®, by Alexci
Panshin’ (teur Futurcs, '71) "No Dircction Home", by Norman Spinrad (Now Worlds.2,
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171); "Vaster Than Empires and Morc Slow", by Ursula K. Le Guin (New Dimensions 1,
171); "All the Lest Wars at Once", by George Alec Effinger (Universe 1, '71)3
"The Fourth Profcssion", by Larry Niven (Quark/Li, '71). , d :

The Castlc Keops, by Andrew J. Offutt (Berkley Mcdallion Book 7#S52187; NY;
7/72; 191 pp.; [5¢; cover not credited) --'The Shape of Chaos--The Andrews in
their hilltop home had only ancicnt weapons to defond thamsclves from roving
bands of ravagers.... Thce Caudills were protected in their scalcd-up apartmont
building in the city--but.stifled by the restraints of their artificial environ-

ment. . . » the gripping torror of civilization gonc berscrki"

Cybernia, by Lou Camcron (Fawccit Cold Modal #72593; Greenwich, CT; 8/72; 174
PP.; 3 covcr not credited) -- "Ross MacLean was walking into 2 death trap....
Hc was a compuicr cxpert. » » Machines go wacky once in a whilc, and he could
set them straight in no time. That's why ho was going to Cybernia. i "Cy-
bernia was a ncw community--a community of tomorrow., It was fully modernized
and automated, run by a fantastic computer. But the computer was acting funny.
. o o It was getting bigger., It was .controlling things it was ncver programmed
to control., ## "Then suddenly it started killing pcoplc.” -

Freezing Down, Dy Andcrs Bodclsen (Berkley lMedallion Book #S2186; NY; 7/72;
orig, pub. in Denmark in '69 as Frysepunktebt; orig. pub. in U.5. in Eng. trans-
lation in '7l by Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc.; 159 pp.; 7543 cover not credited;
translated by Joan Tate; ¥Berklcy International Scicnce Fiction®) -- "Bruno had
madc his choice 20 ycars carlicr, He'd said, ycs, freezc me down. Now ho was
alive again, in a strangc new world where it never rained in the daytimc and a
special nurse camc avery day to make nim happy. But Bruno still remembered the
one person he iight have loved in his carlicr lifc--a young dancer namcd Jenny
Hollander., And then hc heard that she had been frozen dowm after she had in~
jured her spine, and that she would be thawed out in thirty ycars morc...."”

The Nightland, by William Hopc Hodgson (Ballantinc Books #'s 02669 & 02670
(in two vols.); NY; 7/72; $1.25 ca.; wraparound cover art by Robert LoGrippo;
Vol. I, ohl £ xii pp.; Vol. II, 243 £ xii pp.; pub. by arrangcment with Arkham
Housc, by which it was published in 'hé as part of The House on thce Borderland
and Other Novels)) -- "/Wiiliam Hopc Hodgson/ had a preodilcction for the weird,
and his major worlk, Thc Night Land, is an cxcursion, indecd, a fantastic jowrncy,
into a nighbmarc world--it is allcgory, romance, horror, adventurc story--in
short, it is adult fantasy, massive in concept and cxccution. And it remains
unigue oven in the varicd literature of aduit fantasy." #### In Ballantine's
Adult Fantasy scrics, Vol. I contains Introduction ("The Last Rodoubt"), written
by scrics editor Lin Carter, plus Chapters I-X; Vol. II contains 2nd Introduc-
tion, also by Lin Cartcr (MAcross thc Shadowy Land"), plus Chaptors X (Cont.)-XVII,

Non-SF Books Rcceived for Revicwy --

Arabella, by Georgette Heyer (Berkley Medallion Book #22181; NY; 7/72; orig,
pub. 'L9 by G.P. Putnam's Sons; 351 pp.; %$1.25; "Large-Type Edition") -- "A Re-
geney Love Story.™: 2 :

Scmin' Agcin, by Jean Francis (Berkicy Mcdallion Book #22189;. NY; 7/72;.192
pp.; »1l. - famous rakc reburns--in the Flcoshi®
The Dicc Man, by Lukc Rhinchart (Pocket Books #7820L; NY; 8/72; orig. pub.

: 8/71 oy William Morrow & Co., Inc.; 355 pp.; %1.25; cover photo by Ken Mori) --
"A funny, bawdy, outragcous novel about psychiatry and modern morality.” :
Door Into Torror, by Juanita Coulson (Berkley Mcdallion Book #52183; NY;
7/72; 22 po.; 15¢; cover by Leu Pock(?); "Large Type" Edition) -- "Gothic'.
Edgar Cayce's Story of Karma, selections, arrangcment & conments by Mery Ann
Woodward (Berkley Medallion Book #N21.88; NY; 7/72; orig. pub. '71 by Coward,
* McCann & Geooghegan, Inc.; 256 pp.; 95¢; Introd. by Hugh Lynn Cayce).-- "The
!Slaeping Prophect! reveals man's destiny." ‘
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The Grand Sophy, by Georgcttc Heoyer (Berkley Medallion Book #22182; WY
7/72; orig. pub. '50 by G.P. Putnam's Sons; 416 pp.; $1.25; "Large-Type" Ed.) --
“"A Reogency Love Story,"

Bex, by Arthur H. Lowis (Pocket Books #77156; NY; 6/72 (orig. Pocket Books
cd. pub, 5/70; orig. pub. 2/69 by Trident Prcss; 3rd P.B. printing; 223 pp.; 95¢) --
"A spell-binding account of witcheraft and murder, . . ."

The Lifc That Latc Hc Led, by George Ellis (Berkley Mcdallion Book #D2191;
NY; 7/72; orig. pub., '57 by G.P. Putnam's Sons; LL7 pp. # 16 pp. photos; $1.50) --
A Biography of Colc Porter,

Method in Madnoss, by Doris Miles Disncy (Berklcy Mcdallion Book #S5218hs NY;
7/72; orig. pub. '57 by Doubleday & Co., Inc.; 224 pp.; 75¢; “Large Type" Ed.) --
Mystery. ;

A Plaguc of Szilors, by Brian Callison (Berkley Mcdallion Book #N2185; NY;
7/72; orig. pub, '7). by G.P. Putnam's Sons; 224 pp.; 954) -- "Battlc on the high
scas!" (Battlc with gucrrillas on the Mediterrancan.)

The Pursuit of Intoxication, by Androw I. Malcolm (Pocket Books #L810L;

NY; 8/72; Washington Squarc Prcss Ed.; orig. pub, L4/71 in Arf cdition; 276 pp.;
$1.25) -- "An historical and scicntific sourcc book on thc use of psychoactive
drugs.

The Real Majority, by Richard M. Scammon & Ben J. Wattenberg (Berkley
Mcdallion Book #D2220; NY; 7/72; orig. pub. '70 by Coward, McCann & Gcoghegan,
Inc.; 38L pp.; $1.50) =- ", . . a thorough, incisive and toughmindcd look at the
rgal power basc of Amcrican politics, that clusive group of common pcoplc who will
ultimately decide the political course of the country...the real majority. . o oF

Stage to San Fclipe, by Edwin Booth (Berkley lMedallion Book #X2190; NY; 7/72;
176 pp.; 60¢) -- Western.

Tho Vengeance Run, by Robert Rostand (Berkley Medallion Book #S2083; NY;
7/72; 151 pp.; 15¢) -- "Greed, passion and rovenge meet head-on in Riol!
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~ MACAZINARAMA: Contents of Prozines Eeccived During July, 1972

AMAZING SCIiENCE FICTION STORIES -- Scptomber, 1972 (Vol, L6, No. 3) -- Serial:
Wupitcer project” (Part 1 of 2 parts), by Gregory Benson (cover story) 0 T
written as a so-called !juvenile! sf novel, in the vein of Heinlein's juveniles
e o o=-a slicec of lifc in the everyday world of a spacc-station orbiting the
planct Jupiter--and, in the proccss, covers just about all we know about Jupitor
and its natural satcllites, offcring (olmost incidentally) an updatc on Hein-
lein's proposal for farming Ganymede"); Short Storics: "Fat City", by Ross
Rocklynnec; "Lifcboat", by Karl T. Pflock ("a 'hard sciocnce! sliee of the mcar-
future"); "Barth to Earth®, by Betsy Curtis; "Deflatiorn 20C1", by Bob Shaw;
"Proof", by F.M. Busby, Featurcs: Editorial, by Tcd Whitc; Art Portfolio:
Wesso (illust. Islands of Spaco, by John W. Campbell, Jr.); "...Or So You Say"
(Lettercolumn); "The Club House", by John Berry (fanzinc reviews); classificd ad
soction. Cover by Don Davis; interior illos by Don Davis, Davc Cockrum, Billy
Graham, Stcve Harper. 132 pp. incl. covers; digest-size. 60¢ ca. (Canada: 75¢;
UKs 25p); 6/%3 (6/33.5C Canadz & Pan-im Union, 6/5L clscwherc); pub.: Ultimate
Pub, Co., Inc.; from: Box 7, Oakland Gdns., Flushing, NY 1136L; bi-monthly;
edited by Ted White,

AMALOG SCIENCE FICTION/SCIENCE FACT -~ September, 1972 (Vol. 90, No. 1) -- Scrials:
Wrhe Pritcher Mass", by Gordon R. Dickson (Part 2 of 3); Novelctics: "The Sym-
biotes", by James H. Schmitz (cover story) ("4 symbiotic relationship is finc--
for the symbiotcs, But when they become parasites...f"); "Ideological Defoat",

by Christdpher Anvil ("There's a crucial difforence betwcen looking at a strange
maching as magic, and trying %o figurc out how it works."); Short Storics: "The
Hated Drcams", by John Strausbaugh ("Ever watch an ordinary-looking 'sclid citizon?
drive his car along a highway likc it's a P-38 tcaring into the Luftwaffe? Well,
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when cven that mecager source of adventure is vanished, therc will be other ways
for bored pcople to sct their pulses pounding."); "Generation Gaps", by Clancy
O'Bricn (Y"There's a world of diffcrence between tearing down The Establishmont
and building a New Socicty. The differcnee is summed up in one word; Responsi-
bility."); "The War of the Words", by Rick Conley ("It looked like the Ultimate
Weapon; it sounded like the Ultimate Weapon...but Man had some thing cven morc
cffective in his arscnal."). Featurces: "Scicncc Fact Articles": "The Iron Pillar
of Delhi", by L. Spraguc dc Camp ("Constructing a sixtcen-foot-long iron cylinder
is no problem, today. But how did thc artisans of Fifth-Century India do it?
And why hasn't it rustcd away over fiftcen centurics?"); "How to Design a Flying
Saucer", by Dr. Richarc J. Rosa; "Pcrsonality Profilce® ("Buckminster Fuller: The
Syncrgetic Man", by Norman Spinrad); "Brass Tacks" (lettercol); "The Refercnce
Library" (revicus, by P. Schuyler Millor, of: Thc Torminal Man, by Michacl Crich-
ton; The Doors of His Facc, The Lamps of His Mouth, by Roger Zelazny; Hawkshaw
and Wildsmith, by Ron Goulart; discussion of this ycar's Neobula Awards)., Cover
by Kelly Frecas; intcrior illos by Kelly Freas, Vincent di Fatc, Michael Gilbert,
Leo Summers, John Schocnherr, Gray Morrow. 1680 po., incl. covers; digest-sizc.
60¢ ca. (UK: 30p); 56/yr., #10/2 yrs., 513/3 yrs., U.S. & Canada; clscuncre, <8/
yr., $16/2 yrs; from: Box 5205, Boulder, CO 60302; pub. by Condé Nast Publications,
Inc. Monthly; cdited by Bon Bova.

FANTASTIC SCIEZNCE FICTION & FANTASY STORIES -- August, 1972 (Vol. 21, No. 6) (20th
Enniversary issuc) -- scrial: "Thc Forges of Nainland Arc Cold" (Part 1 of 2), by
Avram Davidson (Scqucl toMrnten of Uliima Thulce" (IF: 8/71); both works to be
published in book form by Avon Books as Ursus of Ultima Thule); Novelotte: "Tho |
Witches of the Mists", by L.' Spraguc de Camp & Lin Carter (cover story) (". . . a -
new collaboration between de Camp and Carter, sct in Conan's later years as a
father as %ell as warrior-king., It is'thc first of four planned novclecttes which
will be publishod, cventuvally, as Conan of Aquilonia, volumc cleven of twelve.");
Short Storics: "Forever to a Hudson Bay Blanket!, oy James Tiptree, Jr. (. . .
fresh and human treatment of time-travel . . ."); "Allowances", by Barry M. Malz-
berg (".'. . combines two of his fascinations--the racctrack and apocalypsc--in

a story about a man who couldn't boat thc horscs"); "The Brink", by Bob Shaw;
"Agony and Remorsc of Rhesus IX", by Ova Hamlct (6th in Richard Lupoff's "Ova
Hamlet" scrics of parodics), Featurcs: Rditorial, by %cd White; "SF in Dimen-
sion: Mastery of Space and Time--1926-1935", by Alcxei & Cory Panshin; ",...Accord-
ing to You" (lcttorcol); "Fantasy Books" (rovicws, by Fritz Leiber, of: I Will
Fear No Evil, by Robert A. Heinlein; New Worlds for Old, cd. Lin Carter; Songs

and Sanncts Atlantcan, by Donald S. Fryor). Cover by Joff Joncs; interior illos
by Mike Kaluta, Roland, Joc Staton, Billy Graham, Davc Cockrum. (Also, Classificd
id section.) 132 pp., incl. covers; digest-sizc. 60¢ ca. {Canada: 75¢; UK: 25p);
6/%3 (6/$3.50 Canada & Pan An Union, 6/8L clscwherc); froms Box 7, Qakland Gdns,
Flushing, NY 1135L; pub. by Ultimate Pub, Co,, Inc. Bi-monthly; ed. by Ted White.

THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION -- September, 1972 (Vol. U3, No.. 3;
Wholc # 25¢) -- Novclottcs: "What Good Is a Glass Dagger?", by Larry Niven (cover
story) (scqucl of sorts to his fantasy, "Not Long Bcfore the End'); "The Voices!,
by James E. Gunn; Short Storics: "A Swect Littlc Pool of Low Cost Labor", by e
Gene Kearny ("a totally fresh and cleverly handled tale about a near-futurc on-
tropeneur who develops a unique labor forec"); "i Short Religious Novel', by Barry
N. Malzberg; "Broot Force", by John Sladck ("parody"); "The Wish", by J.W. Schutz .
("an ontertaining version of a classic theme: i.c., has spaccship Earth finally
bred somconc who could makc wise usc of three wishos?"); "Phus Love Betrays Us!,
by Phyllis MacLennan. Fcaturcs: Cartoon, by Gahan Wilson; Versc: "Thc Marriage
of Art and Scicncc", by Sonya Dorman; Scicnec Article: "The Worid, Ccres", by
Isaac Asimov; "Films", by Baird Scarices ("Scx and thc S-F Film"--I Love You, I
Kill You, Dr, Jckyll and Sistcr Hyde); "Books" (rcvicws, by Avram Davidson, of:
Ancad of ‘Time, cd. Harry Harrison & Theodore J. Gordon; Again Dangcrous Visions,

: : (Cont., on page 10)
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(dissecting)
A THE HEART OF THE MATTER

Opcrational Procedurcs
Superviscd by
Richard Declap

Magazincs for JANUARY, 1972

The néw year gots off to a halting start with a mixed group of stories
ranging from thc very bost to the very worst, F&SF has the best overall qual-
ity this month, with GALAXY coming in a respectablc sccond, whilc ANALGG and
AMAZING arc stumbling back therc in the shadows somovhcre. AMAZING reprints
its last "classic" this month, and from here on White's magazines will be de-
voted to all now fiction (plus big chunks of non-fiction cach issuz to plcasy
those who cnjoy studying sf as wcll as beoing ontertained by it). In the review
department Theodore Sturgeon takes over the GALAXY column recently vacated by
Algis Budrys, but by cramming too many books into too lititle spacc I feel he's

probably annoying the noted authors as much as ths readers, who will find little :

satisfaction from those short-shrift revicws. Ben Bova now has the credit as
cditor of ANALOZ but I assumc it will be some nonths yct before we can sec the
results in the magazine's total contont. So, these arc the changes which mark
the beginning of 1972, and whilc thc magazincs remain much the same at present
there is a possibility of noteblc policy differcnces.in the months to come. Ifll
be watching closolj....

AMAZING STORIES -- January:

Scrial:
The Wrong End of Timc (conzlusion) -- John Brumacr.

Short ‘Storics:
Lish8 -PM, October 6, 197-: Latc Aftornoon on ChPlSquh or Strecot -- Ted White,

As both udltor and author, White tends to overlook the sloppy side (both

dramatically and tcchnically) of his writing, to his financial benefit as I
don't belicve any otner editor now working would touch his recent fiction with
a 10-foot pole. The latest Ron Archer episode is just onc more of White's
bleak and plotless glimpses of the rampant violcnec he scems to sce in gvery
predictable futurc. The best thing about thesc tales is that they're guite
short, but cven four pages of social-consciousncss drek is quitc unbearablg,
Junk.,
Commuter Spcc1a1 ~- Richard E. Peck.

Had Peck taken a bit more care in cstablishing his reasons for a futurc in

which cveryone travcls to and from work on commuter trains where random cars of o

passengers arc gasscd to death, onc might be able to accept the story 2s an .
overdramatizod but cmotionally offcctive fablo of warning. But there is na

serious spoculation hcre, only a feeble attempt at shock which works neither as .

realism nor as surrcalism. Ingpt, clumsy and unforgiveably boring.
Ihc Heywortn Fragment -- Richard A. LupofL.

- The fragment or the title is a bit of film whlch is made on marginally dife
ferent standards than ordinery film and which mystoriously appears during a
college fiim showing. What makcs this story so intcresting is that Lupoff

aschews the usual mclodrama of cxamining thce f£ilm's content and uncovering somc

davious plot, and instcad plays an intcllcctual game of trying to outwit tho

"uncertainty principle”. The reader beth loscs and wins, since for swery anse

wer frustratingly out of reach Lupoff offcrs rcason to belicve that, in the

ond, the Truth may not be the answer we need, want or can get, Wcll-done.
Reprint: .

The an Who Lived Noxt Week (19h1) —— David Wright O'Bricn.
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Science:
Life on the Margin -- Greg Benford.

ANALOG -- January:
Serial:
A Spaceship for the King (part two) -- Jerry Pourncllc.
Novelettes:
A Mattor of Sovcrcignty -- Wade Curtis.

X gilant Amcrican company, Nuclear General, scnds a troubleshooter to a small
Pacific island, Tonga, to invostigate a delicate situation which could even-

. tuzlly spell finencial disaster if not immodiatcly settlod. The neighboring
Fijiians arc holding & ship loadcd with costly plutonium, and Tonga, though
small and scemingly powerlcss, may veory weli be the key to a soivent futurc for
itsclf and the company. Rather an ordinary story, brimming with stock situa-
tions and reclcvant nods to ccology and modern politics, but it is spritesly told
and whips off a simple plot at high good snccd. Ok of kind.

YRiddle Mc This..." -- Christophcr Anvil.

I've ncover liked Anvil's storics of the clashes between men and alien crabs,
the Crustaxans, and this latest cffort docs nothing to change my opinion. Herc
the Barthmen sct ouv to gain cntrance to an alicn space station from which hu-
man prisoncrs arc to be rescued, and getting oul again is a problem to bo faced
only at thc nccessary moment. %The cscape is a rabbit--or, rathcr, a rat--out
of the hat of a multi-talented computar, and the vapid humor doos nothing to
alleviate the cdrcadfvlly corny plot. Anvil is capable of much boetter work and
shouldn't wastc timec with such crap as this.

Short Storics:
‘Pruck Briver -- Robert Chilson.

Tako onc '"nuclear-powercd acrospacc planc", onc femele pilot cqual to any
man in the cockpit (but still woman cnough to havc gold-plated baby shoes ab-
tached to the go-stick), and a couple of skyjackors ludicrously inept cnough to
got knocked unconscious scveral times--and what you have is this patronizingly
crmty, moronically plotted offensc to the intcelligonce. Garbage.

The Greatest Assct ~- Isaac Asimov,

As usual, Asimov's assertions arc not just flat statements of the reed to.re-
cognize the balancc nscded to maintain Earth; he secs the control man has -attain-
cd and projecus both the physical and ps}chologwcal constituents necessary to
continuc that control. This oxtrapolation of space cxploration as a tool of .
‘ecology is a talky lecturc which doesn't work as drama, I'm afraid, but the
‘ideas are valid and makc onc wish that Asimov had not tricd to implemnt its
importancs in a routinc fictional sctup.

Stormy Bellwethcr -- Jack Wodhams.

At a timc whon piclurc phones seem but a stop from cormon usc, Wodhams trics
a light touch at cxposing the problems likely to devilop when the privacy of our
home is stripped ‘down whencver the phone rings.’ Therc are clever touches horc
and. there, cspecially in the matter-of-fact look at human curiosity and public
sham, -but Wodham's development is weak and his story works neither as spccula-
tion nor as frothy comedy. Fair. s

Seignces
Galactic Gecopolitics -- Ben Bova,

FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION -- January:

NMovclettos:

All Around tho UanOrS“ -- Howard L. Myers.

Myers packs & lot into this qu1ck little story, first by taking his hero‘all
around the vniversc in scarch of a mysterious uncharted planct named Profanis,
and second by clcverly squeezing some fine humor from the conccpt of a moncy
systam bascd on admiration from one's fcllows (transferred into spendable units).
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The action is kopt fast and scldom slows for unnceded cxplanations, and for
all its sillincss the story is really a good bit of fun.
Carolyn's Laughtcr -- Robert Thurston.

With only a fow published storics, Thurston is fast becoming onc of thc most
important writcrs to cmergc from the Clarlon group. If there were ever any
doubt that Thurston was destined to be a "big" namc in sf, this story should
sweop all doubts away permanently. Therc arc so meny clements here that it's
difficult to condecnsc them: first, it is a scicnce story of a woman whose
transplant donations after her death have immcasurably aided rcscarch; next,
it is a supcrratural talc of this samc woman's ghost who has perhaps decided
she.didn't want to give horself away after all, death or no; and finally it
falls somewhcre between in a scance conducted by a medium "who'" is a computer,
But that's only the beginning! It's also a love story, a psychological study
(vboth personal and cultural) of defcense, deception and mental isolation--in
fact, onc of thosc wonders which manag:s to play out as a stunning tour dc
force yct wonderfully manages to maintain a scnse of reality in a true and
honzst account of human cmoti ons. It is an utterly brilliant story which
should casily turn up on thc awards lists next ycar, Don't miss it!

Short Stories:

Choice -~ Robert J. Tilley.

If you can acccpt the ideca of a process which can bring the dead back to
lifc, you may c¢njoy this tale of a man and wifc whosc happy marriage begins to
orodé &8s they clash over which ono's parent whouvld be revived. The short
length nocessitatos a compression of characherization that engenders morg
questions than answers, but if not cexamined toc closely it will hold the at-
tention for the fow minutes it takes. to reoad. e
Corpse -- Harlan Ellison.

The flamboyant yeot carcfully worded parallcls in this, Ellison's mast pre=-
cisc and intclligent story in ycars, arc strung up as an intricately-webbed,
balanced anc artful decoration over a solid (and some may say nihilistic)
groundword. Yet cven the seeming nihilism of this story--of a man whose
tecaching and thinking is tormed a "mediocrity", whosc musings on the fickle-
ness of man reflected in his gods ,.arc more sclf-deceptive than true tongucein-
check-~is countored in the ond with a bitter but funny irony. By abstaining
from the trivia of cat-and-mousc philosoohy, Ellison gives it a breadth and
dopth that tics cvery word dirsctly into the final kill. Very good. '
Training Talk No, 12 -- David R. Bunch.

Forman calls this a "bittorswcet Christmas story", which only deecribes the
surface and docsn't cven hint at the cddics of socio-analysis that ®ake Bunch's
glimpses of the future such telling reflections on the constancy of our hunanity,
Semo poople don't like Bunch's work at all, but thosc who do should find this
snc thoughtful and, as exoected, satisfyingly strange,

Jmoy -~ Miriam Allen de Ford.

I've tricd to find a way to got involved with doFord's sf vignettes but
I've scldom found much in them. She gets an idca--harc, a trio of trapped
miners arc suddenly confronted with an exit which leads to another world (?)
dimension (2) time (?)--lots it play out to the ond of the linc and loaygs 1€
te dangle, while I'me left feeling she had no idea what to do with it. Wo, I
simply don't sce the point.... !
Staying Power -~ Hank Davis.

8 with dcFord, Davis' story has an idca and doasn't do much with it othor
than to introduce it andlet it hang. Tt involves a U.N. represcntative sont
to d@scuss a possible threat to world security from witches hiding in Australia
Amusingly siraipghtforward in its mix of science and sorcery, it offors roem for.
merc dcvelopment than is given here...perhaps Davis is considering a novel?
Easy and plcasant rcading, ycs, but annoying in its brovity.

The Tenderisers -- Anthony Boucher. : -
¢ latc Boucher's shipboard ghost story is a minor item which proposcs that
writers arc compellod to write horror storics by forces on the "other sids" who
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savor thc fear thesc storics gencrate. It's full of namc-dropping and, while
much too obvious for my tastcs, may pleasc fans who find this sort of nonscnsc
amusing.

Good-by, Miss Pattcrson -- Phyllis MacLennan,

Tt scems vhe author has been browsing through the old pulps, where we can
find dozens of storics about the mean ol'! schooltcacher (or crochety ncighbor,
or whomever) and the children who get their revenge on her in the end, Mac-
Lennan writes well cnough but this kind of matcrial shcould stay in tho drawer
with the rost of the practicc sheets. Routinc.

Betty -- Gary Jemnings. o
cnnibgs docs an abrupt change from his usual stylc in this oddly sentimen-

tal story (but appropriatcly so, as th. sotting is carly 19th-century Virginia)
of a dying mothir vho is madc joyously happy to know that her children will be
carcd for by two proper ladics of wcalth ana culturce. I won't give away the
surprising climax cxccpt to say that Jennings docs raisc a complex and much-
discussed question about heredity vs. cnvironment in an apt and disturhing con-
text, Good.

Reprint:
McGillahec's Brat (1570) -- Ray Bradbury.

Varsao:
Dharma -- Fcnrv M. Littleficld.

“Scicnce

* The 3-D Moluculo -= Tsaac Asimov.,

GALAXY -- January-Fcbruary:
Scrial:
Dark Inferno (part onc) -- Jamcs White.
Novelottes:
Roragual Maru -- T. J. Bass.

Bass resumcs his popular sage of the Hive world of the Nebishes, that tightly
controlled socicty of mutated humans who fight to survive the intrusion of "nor-
mal" humans and thosc who have mutated diffcrently and have developed socitics
of their own. The Zarth is beginning to reverse the destructive processcs
spread by man, and thc Nebishes find thamsclves in conflict with th: occan-
dweclling Benthics ovor the occan's now food supoly. A grecat whalzs, restructurcd
to serve as a harvester ship, and a lab-crcated, vatborn man arc the focus of
this confiict, and Bass makcs the fate of cach central to the story's develop-
ment. Bass still tcnds to got too technical but he's improving and koeps such
material, if not minimal, at lecast in a bettcr porspective. Good.

The Answor -- Jamcs Gunn,

Here's a now addition to the "Listoner" scrics, arg this time ccntering on
the human rcaction to the message reccived irom Capellan aliucns. Black presi-
dont Andrcew Whitc feocls compclled to suppress any answer to the message, and
Gunn examinos Whitc's personal analysis, his projudices and fears and reluctance

- to makc waves which might disturb the even kcel of the socictal status quo.
It's good rcading all the way, though I suspcct Gunn has tidicd up a sticky
situation in the plot with an almost too convenient rovelation at the conclu-~
sion (which could/may be dispclled in a latcr cpisods). Those stories will be .
novelized later this ycar and it will surcly be an imporiant sf c<vent, as fans
of this fine scrics will alrecady know. '

) Short’ Storlcs-

'Esmiralda -- Michacl G. Coney.

for thosc tiring of warnings about po1lut10n and/or population control,
Congy's humanistic but unflinchingly defceatist story of future control mcthods
will comc as & rofrcshing change of pace from thie usual tracts peonled with non-
charactcrse The titlc character is a scagull, a "uscless" creature in an in-
crcasingly organized, programmed world and a symbol of the plight of two old
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ladics who tcmporarily carc for it. The ladics arc romarkably convincing, theix
dialoguc casual but incisive, giving the cxcollently structurcd plot and sinis-
tor final paragraphs a hotlinc dircct to thc norvous system. Very well done.
Stormsccker -- Bob Shaw.

A man with mutant mental powers is able to dircet the povicr of a 1lghtn1ng
bolt for usc in a scicntific oxperiment; but author Shaw is less conccrned with
his post-war worid as rcasonablc spcculation than he is with a literary cxpéri-
mont of pspgudo-poctic prosc to comment on the losing outsidc element, human
love.  Mawkish. "

Gambler -~ Tad Crawford.

Crawford projccts a distant future when the world is controlled by a great
computer~brain, Ultimate, and cach man is a posscssion, a slave of a robot.

But onc rcbel cannot a2bide this “perfict" world and gambles to creatc a change,
while the injection of final irony docsn't makc much scnsc since the stakes are
nevar presented as much of a recal threcat to the gambler. Fair. i

dJoey =~ F. A. Davis.

T Aven at its very short length (two pages), Davis! story of a couple allowed
to have a child ir a world where such grants are obviously hard-won is much
too thin to inveolve the reader emotionally and much too familiar an idea to
carry off thce shock ending. Routina,.
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MAGAZINARAMA {Ccnt. from Page 5) -- _
ed. by Harlan Ellison). Cover by Vincsnt di Fate; no interior illos. (Alsoy =~
Classified Ad Scction.) 1L8 pp., incl. covers; digest-size. 75¢ ca. (UK: 30p);
12[$B 50 (Canada & Mexico, 12/59; olsewherc, 12/.,,50) From: Box 56, Cornwall,
T 06753. Publishcd by Mercury Press, Inc.; monthly; cdited by anard L. Ferman,
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THE BOOXSHELF: New Releascs

DOUBLEDAY S.F. BOOK CLUB, Garden City, NY -~ Scptember, 1972:

- Again, Dangcrous Visions, od. Harlan Ellison (Publishcr's Ed., %12.95; Member!'s
Ed., $4.50) -- ", . . In 760 pages, Again, Dangerous Visions contains forty-six
brilliant, mind-spinning talcs by forty-two oi scicncc fiction's Tfinest thinkers,
none of whom appcarcd in Dangcrous Visions. . . . Bvery story, ranging in length
from 1000 werds to short novels of 10,000 words, was written without thought to
the taboos or publishing rcestrictions that usually hemper SF writcers., . . » An
Afterword by cach author, plus individual introductions by Harlan Ellison add %o
the excitement of this truly monumental voiumc. « « "

There Will Be Time, by Poul Andcrson (Mombor's Ed., $1.49) -- "Socon after his
birth in 1933, Jack Hdavig's parcents cxpericnce the first of many frightening in-
cidents asscciated with their son. One day he scemed te appear double, disappear
and then reappear before his terrified mother'!s cyes. « o . Eventually Jack rca-
lized that hc posscsscd an incredible power that set him apart from the rest of
mankind. . . . Through the excreisc of his will alonc, Jack was avle to travel
through time! As casily as ordinary men can order their fingers Yo move, he could
project himself into the past or future. . . ." Jack, on a trip into the future,
scos the "torribic conscquences" of a great war; ha docides to try to preovent
this war, and gocs backwards in time looking for other time travellors to get
their help. Finding thom, ho goos into the futurc, and finds himself plunged
igto % xterrifying struggle that would sweep him across the very face of time
itsel

Alternates -- Slaughterhousc-Five, by Kurt Vonncgut, Jr. (Pub. Ed., $5.95;

Mem. Ed., $1.98); Thc World Insidc, by Robcrt Silverberg (PR, 3k, 95 MB, $1.49);
Qctober the Flrst Is Too Latc, by Fred Hoyle (i#3.95/4%1. h9) The Third Ear, by Cur
Siodmak (%5,95/51.49); Tho Wrong fnd of Tlmc, by John Brunnu__T$[.9§/bl L19); €an
You Foel Anything Whpn 1 Do This?, by Robort Sheckley (%h,95/61.49; collcctlon)
?rccz;_g Down, by Andcrs BOdulSun ($5,95/51.149),




